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To the Prople of Missourl,
{ Canelucled ),
Mr. Calbioun cameinto public life to be

President of the United States.  The weird
sisters, in the shipe of the old man that
taught him grammar, had whispered in his
ear—thou shalt be President.  Upon that
oracular revelation he commenced his politi-
cal career, and has toiled at its fulfilment for
farty years—at first openly, and, it may be,
fairly, by putting himsell ot the head of all
the " movements which promised udvance-
ment in t e public favor,  In 1816 protec-
tion of domestic industry was popular; he
put himself at the head of the ||mln?ct'|\'e
paliey, and went for the minimum provision—
the cotton minimum—which was the father
of all the rest, and the only- real injury to
the cotton-growers by suppressing for I.Ftirt'\.-
vears that class of cotton goods which was
of most universal use, and of the largest
cotton eonsumaption—the corduroys and vel-
vets, sa universally worn before 1816—s0
totally mleresmd under the Calhoun mini-
mum of that vear—and just beginmng to ap-
pear again under the tarifl of 1846, t
the sae time (1816} a national bank—the
State banks having failed, and brought odi-
um on the Stote institutions—was much
called for; Mr. Calboun put himself at the
head of the call, and earried througl  the
bank charter.  About the same time inter-
nal improvexent, by the federal govern-
ment, became popular: he seized upon the
suliject 5 und in 1823, as Secretary of War,
maje an elaborate report in favor of a gene-
ral system of roads and canals, pervading
all parts of the Union, In 1819-20 the
Missouri controversy raged, and the whole
North stooid up as one man for curtailing the
aren of slave soil: he took the free soil cur-
rent, and expunged slave soil from all the
territories of the United States by joining in
the abolition of slavery in Upper Louisiana,
giving Texas to the King of Spain, and
giving the rest of Louisiana to tue Indians.
At the same time Jackion became the favor-
ite of the people lor President: he withheld
and postponed his own pretensions to the
presidency, became the advocate of Juck-
son, went upon his ticket, and was elected
Vice President with him.  But this was the
end of his populsr movements to gain the
presidency. He expected tn suceeed Jack-
son, and that e would only have to wait
and serve eight vears. That was only one
year longer than Jucob had to wait, and
serve Laben for Ruachel.  Buty oh! the ilis-
appointment in love and politics ! Liks Ja-

Woodbury, Buchanan, ‘and other nerthern
senators 10 his vetes and speeches on the
northern side of the question. Some view
of this may be seen in my speech on the
Asaburton treaty; but the subject requires n
separate examination, and shall receive il,
but not now, It will be a curious episade,
and will place Mr. Calhoun & second time
where he was in 1818—"20—aon the northern
side of the slavery question ; but only for «
brief space. Mr. Van Buren preferred to
try to Ee his own successor 3 and the Texas
treaty having gone over without making its
author Prenifent, and the Mexican war prom-
ising a large crop of popular Presidential
can:jiifnt:s, a pew political test became ne-
cessary ; and, the tariff question being settled
by the actof 1846, a recourse to slavery and
abolition became indispensable. Hence the
firebrand resolutions of 1847—ra firebrand
which has had the singular fate of dying out
where it was put, and of rising a conflagra-
tion u thousand miles off,

The design of these resolutions then point
correctly to the subversion of the Union. 1t
is their language. And for what cause ?
For a cause so absurd and unfounded, so
contradicted by his own conduct, and by the
whole action of the government from its
foundution to the present day, that, being
confronted with lus own conduct, he has
never duted to usk a vote upon his resolu-
tions. i

I bave no new opinions to express about
the design of those resoiutions, 1 guve my
opinion of them at the time they were intro-
duced,and in many ways, and ameng the
rest in a letter to the people of Oregon, and
another to the Eeu]rlu of Howurd county,
The people of Oregon had formed a provis-
ional government, and inserted in their ar-
ticles of goveinment, a fundumental act for
the prohibition of slavery, copied from the
Jetfersan proviso of 1787, The House of
Representatives lad passed u bill, session
of M6-"47, to estublish a territorial govern-
ment for Oregon, sanctioning their articles
of government with the proviso against
slavery in it. - This bill wus defeated in the
Senate just twelve duys after Mr. Callioun
brought in his firebrand resolutions 5 and in
giving an aceount of that deleat to the peo-
ple of Oregon, in o letter which was then
published, 1 said:

“Your fundamental act ngainst that lnsitution,
eopled front the ordinance of 1787—the work of the
South in the grent day of the South prohibitng
slavery in o territory far less northern than yours—
will not be abrogated | nor 8 that the intention of
the prime mover of the smendment,  Upon the re-
eord, the judiciury commitee of the Seonte is the
nuthor of that umendment; but net so the fuet,
That committee is only midwite to f, Tisanthor (s
tho parme mind that generated the “fircbrand resolu-
tlons," of which I send you o copy ; and the amend-
ment 14 s legitimnee derivatjon,  Uregon s not the
abject ! The most rubid propagandist of slavery ean-
Aot expect to plant it on the ahores of the Pacifie In

oode, A home agiwtion, for eleetion, and dis-
umion purpo es, is oll that is intendad by throsting
that firehramd suestion into your bill; and, at the
next session, when i ke thrust in agaln, we will
seourge it out."

A home agitation for election, and Jis-
union purposes, s what 1 told them the ob-
gr:i of these resolutions was, Cass and

utler were defeated upon tests frared out
of these resolulions 3 but the election part of
the object was ngainst ull northern men, nnd
to bring forward Mr. Calhoun himself as the

cob, when he woke up, he found it was Leah!a
little magicianof the North, had got into the
bed and was to be Jackson’ssuccessar I—Un-
like Jacoh, he could not wait and serve ano-
thier long eight years, and determined to
cluteh the prize at once, Then eame nulli-
fieation No. 1, (pretexed by that taritl of
which he himsell was the main author,) and
that scheme for dissolving the Union which
Jackon's proclamation put down, Tl tariff
failed to bear him through : a more inflam-
mable subject was wanted—and was found
in the sensitive question of slavery. Then
came that long suceession of abolition plots
for blowing up slavery in the United States,
compared to which all the {;opish flots in
England for blowing up the Protestant reli-
gion—the punpowder, rye-house; meal-tub,
anid other plots, so formidable in their day—
were tame and impotent inventions.  First,
there way the London abolition plot of Ash-
bel Smithy John Andrews, and Lord Aber-
deen, for lighting the train of abslition in
Texas, and thence running it into the Uni-
ted States, where it was to explode and blow
all up!and to prevent which it became o
cuse of ** sell defence,”” admitting ol no delay,
to jerk Texan instanter, by treaty, outof their
hands, before the plat was ripe ; something like
jerking the fuse outof the londed bomb before
it v ould explode, The treaty did not staml
the jerk, and was broke; and the plot eva-
porated  without hurm,  Dufl Green had

een paid o thousand dollars, by the Tyler
ad:pinistration, cut of the United States
treasury, lor hringing that iulul from London,
but it was money lost. Then cume the
Warld's Convention plot, also located in Lon-
don, for the abolition of slavery throughout
the world—the Unitsd States inclusively,
hut it eame up fuebly, and had no run.—

Then ecame the incendiary lﬂlt’l!hlmrtlllimlJ
il metter plot: and that for w while threat-
ened to break up the transportation of the |

mailsy and o leave the two halves of the
Union in o state of non-intercourse, It
ripened into a bill for searching the mails ;
and then expired.  Then eame the incendi-
ary petitions plat ; that eccapied the time of
Congress for several years, and considerably
L the country, untill every body saw
that it was a game, pedormed by two sels
of players, plaving into each others hands,
for their own henehit ot home, aml getting up
an agitation of which the public peace and
the publie business was the vielim. It then
died out.  Thus alithe ahalition plots—pre-
texts for a second nullification—~failed .—
They were, what the New York law reform
statute, abolishing Latin interprets the writ
of ne ereat 1o be—no go

I the meantime, there wan ay wpisode

southern candidate.  Failing in this objeet
to get himsell nominated, the next design of
the resolutions” game into play; and this
brings me to the meeting of southern mein-
bers of Congress, got up, and conducted by
Mr. Calloun,  It'was a meeting with closed
doors—every citizen, not an actual member
from a slaveholding State, was excluded—
even Mr. Bibb, of Kentucky, a former
senatary aud who was turned out under the
special decision of Mr, Calboun  himsell.
Members came upon invitation. 1 was not
invited, and would mot have gone if [ had
een.  Gen. Houston was not invited, but
went without invitation, and moved the
opening of the doors to the public, which
was voled down. 1 have been told that
disunion was expressly diseussed 3 and that
would seem to flow, as a regular conse-
quence, from the fundamental opposition of
the original address, drawn up by Mr, Cal-
honin, and sssimilating its importance to the
declaration of wrongs which separated the
American Colonies from Great Britain, und
giving a higher importance to the present
erisis, as gong beyond the lvemer, and in-
volving not merely rights, but life and pro-
perty—everything—the safety of the South,
and all.  The paragraph which contained
this declaration was this:

“We whose names nre hereanto annexed, ndidress
your in discharge of what we believe to bo o solomn
duty on the most important subject ever prosented
for your consideration, not excepting the declirnilon
which =separmed you and the other United Colanles
trom the parent co . That Involved vour in-
dependenee ;. but this vourall, not excepting eve
your anfety,  We allude to the eonflict botween the
two great sections of the Union, growing out of
o diffierencn of feeling and opinion In reference 1o
the rilations exinting between the two ruses—tho
Furopean nmd African—which inhabit the Southern
weetion, nnd tho uets of aggression ond encronch-
mont to which iv has led."

From this strong language, exailing the
erisis nbove thut of the revolution, it would
naturally he suppnscd that the remedy was
to be the same 3 and so it way understood by
many, and the words struek out.  The same
conclugion would seem naturally to result
from a concluding part of the nddress, in
which unanimity was invoked, consequences
disregarded, the Union treated as hypotheti-
cally worse than useless, called a sword to
assault, ol et o shield 1o defend, and in
which it was left to the North to count its
walue,  This i the paragraph which con-
tained these expressions ;

Asn the npsnii wonld stand justified by all
law, hiimnn and , In rep pluw s don-
goeenis without looking to consequenices, and 1o re-
wirrt 1o ol menns pecessary for that purpose, Y our
mamailnnts, dod not you, would be responelbls for con.
pequences, (10 would be for them, and not for you,
to eount the value of the Unjon,  Without yonr
right, it would be wors than useless—a svord to
asannilt, nndd not o o to defend you," |

The most significant of these phrases were

which will require a full history ome day,
but which ean only be hinted at “wow, tol
complete the picture, It happened that af-|
ter Mr. Van Buren's election, Mr. Calhoun |
became asort of a supporter of his wiminis-|
tration; and, upon the principle dhat one!
good turn deserves another, expected his
!{\.pﬁn;l for the ression.  That invoived
a neheme Jor northern votes,  There was a
slave subject which prevented it—the liber-
ation of American laves by the Bntish au-
thorities ip the Bahama Islands who had re-
voited against their owners, committed mur-
der and piracy, and carried their master’s
vessels into Hritish ports, When these enor-
mities-oceurred, Mr, Calboun took up the
cause of the South, with justiee and vehe-
mence, and 1 stood by him.  When he took
it into his head to become Van Buren's sue-

eessor, he abandoned the South, and left me |

and o few others alone, by the side of the
ill-fated awners of the Comet, Encomium,
Creole, Enterprise, and others. In his new-
horn zenl then to please the North he shot
ahicud—he must alwayy be ahead—beating

struck oty doubtless because they more than
squinted—in fact looked straight—at dis-
anion,  The striking out of these pussages
shaws that the majority of the meeting dis-
wented from My, Callioun"s views, and cauged
to be expunged from his adileess the anti-
| umion passagges.  The majority were doubt-
lesws in favor of preserving the Union  but
that 18 not the present inguiry,  The present
inguiry i inte Mr, Calhoun's designs—bhis
design in Lis resalutions of February, 15475
and every thing thut occurred in the meet-
ingy and especially the passages expunged
from his adidress, show that his deliberate
dewign wos what his resslutions hypotheti-
cally imported—the subversion of the Union.
The paragraph assimilating the condition of
the South in relation to the North to that of
the colonies ot the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, was awlully significant, and dread-
fully false, No wonder it was I&Lilnmgl;d,
Compare the listol grievances which e drew
up, ond which constitute the staple of hs
ngd:eu that was published—compure this
with the list of grievances against Great

the latiuule of Wisconsin nnd the Loke of the |

Britain, drawn
to the Decl P
then see what truth there was in Mr. Cal-
houn’s reckless comparison. According to
lis assertion the southern grievances were
not only equal, but greater than those enu-
merated by Mr. Jefferson. The Declaration
of Independence is in every house; but there
is another place where the list is more per-
fact—the preambleto the constitution of Vir-
ginin—also drawn by Mr. Jeflerson, and
where an item supp I in the nat
Declaration of Independence, to gratify some
extreme southern %’riem!a, was retained in
all its vigor by his native State,  That item
was this: “By prompting our negroes to rise
in army among us—those very negroes,
whom, by an inlman use of his negative,
he hath refused his permission to exelude by
faw.”  What o contrast! The king”s refu-
sal to authorize the exclusion of slaves from
Virginia, then one of the causes of separa-
tion, inserted in her declaration of wrongs,
prefixed to her constitution—the nominal ex-
clusion by law of slavery from a territory
where it is not, wind canoot be, now a cause
of separation of the southern from the north-
ern States ! Surely the Father of his Coun-
try had, in his mind®s eye, this address of
Mr. Colhoun when, in his farewell to his
children, he warned them ngainst the mis-
representations ol designing men who, [
their cwn ends, would raise up sectional dif-
ferences for fthe purpose of wlienating one
part of the Uninn from another.  His pro-
phetic vision foresaw the presént state of
things when he wrote this paragraph:

U contempliting the causes which may disturh
our Unjun, it oceurs as n matter of serious concern,
thit any pround should hove been furnished for
uharacterising partics by geographical diserinine-
tions=-norther nnd southern—atlantiv and western;
whener designing men niny endoayor 1 exelto a be
Bt thst there is a real difference of locnl interests
und viewe,  One of the expedionts of party 1o ac-
aquire fnfluenes within. particular diselete, in to mie-
represent the opinlons and siws of other distiets,
You cinnot shield yourselves o neh aguinst the
sealoupies nnd heart burnings which spring from
thess misrcpresentations; twy tend (o reader allen
1o euch other those who dughit 1o be bound together
by fruternnl aflection.”

The malediction of the Father of his
Country falls upon Mr. Colhoun—falls upon
the twenty  years promoter of hateed and
alienation between the North and the South.
But, why mulliply proofs.  From the ful-
negs of the heart, the mouth speaketh ! and
for twenty years the mouth of Caltoun has
wured forth the language of disunion. Sure-
I’\r tire Holy Seriptures are right 3 and dead-
Iy crllnity to the Union must be in that heart
from which its death knell is daily sounded,

Mr. Calhoun is balked in his mode of
proceeding.  He finds o dificulty in the tirst
step,  The experience of the first nullifica-
tion has convineed him that one State, and
that o small one, is Loo narrow o foundation
to build upon.  He needs o broader founda-
tion: and ever sinee the Texas annexiation
trenty of 1844, e has muneuverad for o
Southern convention, in order to unite all
the Southern States under his control,  He
wants a convention. He is great upon o
smal! body—where he con work upon indi-
viduals, in detail, and by units,  He isgreat
then. A Southern convention was his plan
at the rejectionof the Texas treaty in 1844 ¢

by Mz, Jeflersonand pnﬁxaﬂ
i cI' Toudl. 1 .

which I commenced my speech—now made
&uod, mamely,. that resolutions of the

eneral Assembly of which I complain, are
copied from  those of Mr. Calhoun—that to
understand their design, you must understand
his design—and that, (!mm the words of his
own resolution, and from his conduct for
twenty years past, the ion of the

“The Wilmot provise.” Well! I think
it is the Jefferson proviso—the same that
Mr. Jefferson drew up for the north-western
territory in 1784—which was adopted in the
Congress of the confederation of 1787, with
the unanimous voice of the slaveholding
States—was ratified by the Virginia Gene-
ral Assembly the 30th of December, 1788—

Union is intended. In the execution of
this design | cannot be an instrument, nor
can | believe that the peaple, or the mass of
the General Assembly wish it; and 1 deem
it right to have a full understanding with my
constituents on the whole matter.

1, therefore, appeal from the instruetions
1 have received, because they are in conflict
with instruetions already received and obeyed
—hecause they did not emanate from any
known desire, or understood will of the peo-
ple—because they contain titutional

which was apprised I_:{ the Congress of 1820
to all the utpur hall of Louisiana—which
was applied by the Congress of 1848 to the
Oregon Territory—which was recommend-
ed lor the new {‘nrrituries by the Missouri
General Assembly, Febroary 15th, 1847—
and never attempted to conidemned
until the 19th of Februury, 1847—just

souri when Mr. Call
hrought in his resalutions declaring it uncon-
slitutional, insulting to the States, and sub-

expositions of the constitution which 1 am
aworn to :uln[lmrt—hecuuw they require me
to promote disunion—because they pledge
the State to co-operate with other States in
eventunl eivil war—hecause they nre eoried
from resclutions hatched for great mischief,
which 1 have u right to oppose, and did op-
pose in my place of sinator in the Senate of
the United States, and which I cannot cease
apposing without personal disgrace and offi-
cial dereliction of public duty—and because
1 think it due to the people to give them an
opportunity to consider of proceedings so
gravely affecting them, and on which they
have not been consulted,

I appealto the people—the whole body of
the people, It is a question above party ;
and should be kept above it. | mean to keep
it there,

Aud now [ have a secret to tell, in relation
to these resolutions; which 1 have guarded
long enough, I marked their first appear-
anee in the General Assembly, knew their
origin anil design, and determined to let them
go on. It so happens that there are o few
citizens in this State, suceessocs to others
who have passeid away, and who are denom-
inated in the Accomace resolutions, adjuncts
to Mr, Calhoun,  The denomination 18 ap-
propriate.  Adjunet, (English) is from ad
and jumetus { Latin) and signifies joined to 5
which this set of eitizens seems to be, both
soul and body, with respeet to their southern
lender,  These few are in astate of perma-
nent cunspirey against me, either on their
own account, or that of their *“leading friend
at the Southy" ar bothy and hatch a perpet-
ual suecession of plots agoinst me,  To go
no turcher back, 1 refer to the summer of
1844, and the plot on the Texas annexation
question, which T will call the jews-harp plot,
in congideration of the music which was to
be then made upon that instrument, and to
diseriminate it from others. That plot showed
its head, but hid itsell afterward, It fail-
ed, and its contrivers went back into their
perpetunl state of incubation. When the Cal-
Luun resolutions were moved in the General
Assembly, and that was at the commence-
ment of the session, | saw that o new plot
was hatching, and determined to lel it quit
the shell. | knew that if I gave a hint of
what they were about—if 1 had communica-
ted the fithe of what T have said to you to-

| eontributed to break up that plan,  Atthe
passing of the Oregon bill in the summer of
1844, hee tried for the convention again ; and
u subscription paper was carelully ci:'uu‘llltcd
in the House of Representatives for signa-
tures, 1t was “no #0.""  But few subscri-
bers were gaty and the paper was supipross
ed.  This brings us to the last winter’s work
—the meeting convaked of the members of
Congress from the slave-holding States. It
ohject has been stated, sl | do not repeat it
1 only name it as o part of the machinery
for getting up a Southern convention. 1t
wais in [aet a sort of Southern convention itsslf
—a caucus convention—intended to pave
the way for the real convention, and
to call it. It was intended to  combine
Whigs und Demoerats and bring the whole
under the control of the head countriver.
It was a failure.—The Whigs hauled o=
from it: only & part of the Demacracy
remained, and many of them for innocent
und laudable purposes,  Nothing came from
this Congress convention but an emascula-
ted address, deprived of the venom in its
head, and of the sting in its tail, and pro-
posing nothing, The contrivanee for the
southern convention had fajled again: and
lis last resource was in State Legislatures,
and country meetings.  The fire brand reso-
Jution were to be adopted in State Legista-
tures, and county meetings got to up stimu-
late the people. T omit other States.  The
resolutions were adopted in Missour] imme=
dintely after the fuilure of the Congress
caucus, and after the publication of the al-
drgss—ahout ns soon ag they céuld be known.
The resalutions had faid ina torpid state all
winter.  They slept during the time they
should have been awake, and in my |1:m-|!t’
at Washington, il they were intended for |
my guidance.  They weje ]_:;nsmu} alter Con-
|gress wiljoarned, and the county meetings|
Limmediately started,  "This wos in aceard-
ance to the practice elsewhere; and, il they
still go on, should conform o Aecomae,
which lave al lecst the merit of doing
wrong thing in the right w They pro-
pose w convention of the State, to ho ealled
ntn special session of the General Assembly,
to decide fundamentally on the course of ac-
tion,  ‘That, ut least is consulting the people
faitly, and giving them a chance to deaide
understandingly.  T'hisis their resolution :

v Reandved, That the danger of the "State and the
wifory and welfare of the people of Vieghnis, eall for
a convention, 1o be nssembled as aoon as the Logls-
faturs van poss a-bill for that parpose, o determine
upon the whole quesilon of um:rn:trrl'luu'n!b by the
fodurn] government, and by the “Freo soll” States
ond the people of the North, on the institation of
wlavery in the States.  ‘Territories and districts of the
United Stntes that 1t s full thme for the State to de-
el what will b its soverelgn aetion finally, on this
wubjoct; nnd te inform its citizeps mnd subjects
whether they will be anthorized 1o reelst, i thoy are
vequired by federnl legislation (o submit to the op-
predsion of a llil]uri:{ in Congress, and that n Siite

wnntion, orgnnleed necording 1o law, oan best ot
the the rale of conduet for the eitlzen,”

The Aceamae meeting reports its procesd-
ings to Mr. Calhoun ; and that is nght again |
He in the chiel of the moverent, and lis|
udjuncts should repart to him.

1 deem it most unfortunate that the Gen-
eral Assembly of Missouri should have adopt-
el Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions. lum oers
tain not six members of the body had the
seienter of their origin and design, or meant
harm to the country or mysell,  But ﬂl!.lt I
no impediment to their evil effect.  They
are the aet of the General Assembly.  Upon
the rocond, they nre the will of the State.
Abrond, they are the pledge of the State to
back Mr, Calhoun in his  designs—to put
the State under his lead—and to stop my op=

sition to his mad career.  And, although
r’l: nefw that the event will deceive his hopes,
yet the mischeil will be done, in the fatal
wncourngement he will receive, before ano-
ther Gonersl Assenbly can correct the
Brror,

day, it would have stopped the proceeding.
But that would have done me no good. 'it
would only have ‘postponed, und changed
the form ol the work. 1 determined to lat
it oo ony and to do nothing to alarm the
aperators; and for thut reason wrote not a
word—not o word on the subject—to any
bne of the hundred members who would have
blown the resolutions sky high if they had
kuewn their origin and design, 1 did not
even answer a letter from my friend who
sits there, (Lieutenant Goyernor Price.)
The resolutions were introduced at the very
beginning of the session: they luy torpid
until its end.  The plotters were waiting for
the signal from  the *leading friend’'—
waiting the Calloun address.  The moment
they got ity they seted, although it wos too
late lor the resolutions to have the effect of
instructions.  They were passed after Con-
ress had adjourned, unl alter it must have
heen helieved that the subject towhich they
relute had been disposed of ; for it was noto-
rious that the territorial government bills
ware in process of epsctment, and in fact
they only failed after midnight on the last
night of the session, and that on this dis-
agreement between the two houses; and
their failure on the %l of March, was not
known at Jefferson an the Tth—the day of
passing the resolutions, It was too late to
pass the resolutions for the purpose of in-
strueting me low to vote at Washington,
It was ton lite for that; but was early
enough for the summer campaign ot home ;
and, therefore, they were passed ! and now
I have them. 1 mean the plotters; and be-
twiewn them and me, henceforth and forever,
a high wail and & deep diteh | and no eom-
mupion, no compromise, no ecaueus with
them,

e only about a dozen of them—a baker’s
duan, perhaps—and hall of them outside of
the Legislature.  Woe to judges, if nny
wueh thers are in this work ! The ehildren
of Istuel gould not stand the government ol
Judges 3 nor can we. o v
Citizens ! 1 have finished the view which
I proposed to take of the subject which hus
induced my appeal to the people : but there
are ather matiers upon which my constituents
desire to hear from mey anid in which it is
vight they should be gratified.
“Harnburper,”  And what did 1 gote
New York for last summer, but to use my
utmost exertions to prevent Mr. Van Bu-
ren and his friends from engaging in the
Buffula convention? 1 went there, that is
certain, My public speeches show that |
went for thot oliject, and the newspapers in
the interest of those called Barnburners, all
pssailed me for doing so, not with billings-
gate, and as blackguards, but with keen re-
proaches lor coming out of my State, con-
teary to the practice of my life, to interfere
in the politics of another State, and that
agninst  those who had always been my
friends. My answer wan, that 1 came to
nse the privilege of an old friend—to give
my opinion that the seporate organization
contemplated was wrong in principle, and
would be injurious to those engaged in it}
and, what was more, injurious to the great
party to which they belonged. Such was
the obiject of my visit to’ New York, and
such my reception.  The event disappointed

my hopes and  expectations; and 1 had
my trouble for my pains, and n good deal of
newspaper condemnation into Iﬁn blrg&in

All this was public and notorious, published
in al the newspapers, and known to every
body., There is not a man in Missouri that
does not know it.  And now, what are we
to think of the language aprlim{ fome ?
Why, that it ix 4 most excellent thing for
me, It shows the character of the plotters,

| consider my proposition—the one with

and that they will nullify and falsify public,
riecorded histary to villify me :

Nor does it require any boldness, | an
! on my part, to give them defiance.  There

* | day.

. | my opiniens.

versivetothe Union, I think Mr. Jefferson,
and not Davy Wilmot, was the author of
this proviso, and that it should bear his name
and not Dayy’s.  With respect to the char-
acter of the proviso, il it should be prescribed

y Congress for uny new Territory, | think
it will remain just what it has been for sixty
years—a_constitutional provision, made in
pursuance to the constitution; and that, being
0 made it is binding upon all law-abidin
citizend, and that its resistance by force an
arms, militarily, would be treason agoinst
the United States, and punishable by death
under the laws of the land,  With respect
to the expediency of the nct, there is no ne-~
cessity for it, and there ure prudantial rea-
suns why itshould not be passed. Californin
and New Mexico are now free from slavery
both by law and by fact; and will forever
remain free from it, both by law and in faet.
As a general proposition unnecessary luws
ought not to be passed; but if it is passed, it
is an empty provision, having no practical
effect whatever. To make an issue sgninst
it between north and south, is unwiss, for it
is an issue about nothing, and on the part of
the south an issue made for defeat, for
Delaware has instructed for it; and that en-
sires n majority in the Senate for the proviso,
there being alraady a large majority in the
House of Representatives instructed for it.

But there is o stronger reason to claim
forbearance.  This proviso is the last card
in Calhoun’s hand ! his lost stake in the
slippery game which he has been ]J]n)'ing.
‘Take that last card {rom him, and his game
i uF t—bhankruptey comes upon him—politi-
eal bankruptey—and he must driven to take
the uct. He will have to haul down his
sign—close his doors—and shut up shop—
and give in a schedule of hiseffects and stock
in trade: and a beautiful schedule it will be,
Let us see some items of it, a few, by way
of sample.

Tmprimis, United Swites Bank charter in 1816—
opposition to it when he jolned Jackson in 1830—re
=ﬁnr|.nr for twelve yenrs 1othe Bank when he turned
nguinat Jockson— 1844,

ftem, Protective il and cotton minimum in
{%I‘S; and nulification and disunion for the same i

diem.  General internal improvementby the fede-
ral government in 1523—denial of the whule power
nfierward—and admisston of hall the power at the
Memphis conventlan,

dtem, Solemn writtien opinion in Mr, Blonrue’s
eahinet in favor of Congress to abolish slavery in
territories, and in favor ﬁ the, axerclse of that pow-
er over the whole of upper Louisana north and west
of Missourl; together with the resolutlons in the
Senate of the United Smies in 1847 denying that
sower in folo— Nota Hene: The writtun vplnlon 1s
f..-r or inislald but its existence can be proved, nod
that ts good in luw ond equity,

ftem. Opinion of Mr. Monrog's enbinet in 1818
in fuvor of glving away Texas when we wesiseil
her, nnd the London abolition plot invented nfter-
ward 1o ot up o slavery agitation for politieal pur-
poses in gotting her boek,

feene, All the aholition plots Invented for ten
vears and churged upon Lor J\he‘.r\lleu“l:I the World's
X ! i et g tinry

) ¥
communieations through the mail,
Hem, Thodiplomatle correspondence with forclgn
governmants on the subject of slavery while Secretary
of State under (or over Rler, and especially the au-
tograph letter aof forty P ﬁ:gu 10 the king of
the French 10 indoctrinnte him In the new and sub-
lime soience of negro-ology.

ltem, Speeches and resolutions ngainat the con-
duet of Grent Britiin in protecting and libornting
sluves Fullly of piracy nnd murder on board Amerl-
enn shi Fl golng from ooe port of the United Swies
1o another and demands for redress; and subsequent
contindiction of ull such speeches und resolutions at
the Ashburton treaty.

Item. Noew mode of amending the congpltution of
the United States on the subject of int Improve-
ment by making inland scos out of o river and threa
Suntes—invented nt the Memphis convention,

e, Oppositlon 10 the highway of natlons be-
tween St Louls and San Francisco, becausa part of
it will have to o througl free soll ; and besides, when
the Union ia dissolved the road would be on the wrong
gido of tho line,

dtem. The bones of 3,000 followers strewed nlony
my Ipu!llieu! path since the first commencement
nullifeation and disunion In 1830,
of politlenl martyrs f ing to

four days after the date of the Mis-|

slavery.

.-'.l'l;m were publ u:dutl. But you want
u T 1 b p 1 s 3, s
Esr’ good : you shall have them. My per-

sonal sentiments then, are ngainst the insti-
tution of slavery, and against its introduc-
tion into places in which it does not exist,
If there was no slavery in Missouri to-day,
1 should oppose its coming in: if there was

its coming into the United States, us there
is none in New Mexico or California 1 pm
against sending it to those territories, and
eould not vote for such a a decla-

none in the United States, I should oppose affer
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ration which costs me but little, the whole
dispute now being nbout the abstract right

cise of the right. No one asks for the
exercise of the right, and cannot ask it in
the face of the dogina which denies the power
to grant it. States do as they please,
These are my principles; and they reduce
the difference hetween Mr. Calhoun and
myself to the difference between refusing
and not asking. And for this the Union
is to be subverted!  Oh! metaphysics jio-
litical metaphysics ! far better stick to the
innocent husiness of amending the constitu-
tion by putting three States and a river to-
gether!

my principles on slavery, I will give him o
reference : he may find them in Tucker's
edition of Blackstone’s C t

of carrying slaves there, without the exer- |k
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) (a
Ecmlix to the second volume) where I im-
ibed forty-four years ago, when a student
at low; and have held fast to them ever
since : all but the remedy ; and the diffieulty
of that is one of the evils itsell of slavery,
and one of the arguments against one set of
people putting it upon another, and a dis-
tant set of people, especiully while they are
lifting their imploring hands against it.

. T'o finish this personul exposition, I have
to say that my profession and conduct—no
unusual thing with frail humanity—do not
agree, 1 was born to the
slaves, and have nevar been without them,
1 have bought some, but only on their own
entreaty, and to save them from execution
sules ¢ 1 have sold sowe, but only for mis-
conduct. 1 have had two tuken from me by
the abolitionists, and never inquired after
them ; and liberated a third, who would not
go with them. I have slaves now in Ken-
tucky, who were elevated to the dignity of
real estate, by being removed from Missou-
il to Kentucky 3 and will have to descend
next fall to the low degree of a chuttel in-
terestin spite of the laws of Kentucky, when
1 shall remove them back to Missours.  And
I have slaves in Washington Uity—rlrrilaps
the only member of Congress that hos any
there—and am not the least afroid that Con-
gress will pass any law to affect this property
either there, or here,

I have made no slave speeches in Con-
gress, and do not mean to make them. Prop-
erty istimid ; and slave property above all.
1L 15 not right to disturb the quietude of the
owner to harass him with groundless appre-
hensions. It is a private wrong to disturb a
single individual, by making him believe,
untruly, that his property Is insecure. It
becomes a public evil to disturb a whole com-
munity. It crentes u general uneasiness,
generates animosities, deranges business, and
often leads to hasty and improvident legisla-
tion. 1 have seen no danger to the slave
property of any State il this Unlon by the
action of Congress; and cannot contribute
to alorm the country by engaging in discus-
sions which assert or imply dunger.

But I have a still higher reason for not
engaging in these discussions. We are n
republic—the head of that form of goverh-
ment—and awe a great example to a strog-
gling undngonized world.  Allthe American
States of Spanish origin, in spite of the dif-
ference of religiony language, manners, cus-
ton.s, have imitated our example; Europe is
now allempting to imitate it. Liberty is
nuw struggling i ancient Empires, and her
votaries are looking to ua for the exemplifi-
cation of the blessings of which she 18 in
search, and for an argument in fuvor of her
efforts, what do they see ? wrangling and
strife, and bitter denuncintions, and threats
of separation. They see a quarrel about
slavery ! to them a strange and incompre-
hensible couse of quarrel.  They see slavery
and disunion cnup{r.-.i in one eternal wrangle.
They see us almost in o state ol disorgani-

' Taitapllt

receded by th

dtem, The nrlllg
the
having for it

mareh to the soutfiern eonvention,
“arlorn hope" from Missourd, an
banner the Accomne resolutions,

Drive him to the schedule, and the coun-
try will have peace ?

““My opinions.” They are wanted, Here-
tofore the Euhlic acts of public ‘men, have
stood for their opinions: it has been only the
new men, unknown by their acts, that have

ation—-legislation paralyzed—distant terri-
ritories left without government—insult,
violence, outrage on thelﬁ;oru ol Congress—
disunion threatened. Their hearts are chill-
ed at this snd spectacle; their enemies rejoice
atil; and by every'mail-ship that leaves our
shores the representatives of the crowned
heads of Iurope send forth the record of our
lebates to e the ies, anid to

. bl "
| the friends of freedom. France—

0

been subjected to political catechism, Thir-
ty years, almost, I have been in the Senate ;
during that time have always been a
vater, and often n speaker on this subejct of
slavery ; and commenced with it in my own
State. 1 was politically born out of a slave
agitation—out ol thé Missouri restriction
controversy and have neted an open part on
it from the time it began to the present
My writings had some influence on
the formation of the constitution of this State.
They were preltzrwell known then, though
forgotten now.. They contributed to keep
off restriction, and to insert the.clause in the
constitution for the sanction of slavery. 1
urged the putting it in the constitution, for
the express purpose of giving security to pro-
perty, and preventing agitation. 1 wanted
pence from the question at home, and con-
tributed to provide for it, by contributing to

ut that elauss in the constitution: and now
it is hard that we should have an agitation
imported, or transported upon us, to harss
us abeut slavery, when we have taken such
care to keep oul agitation. My wvotes in
Congress have been consistent with my con-
duct ot home—non-interference, no agita-
tion—security to property—and tranquility
to the prople.  In thirty years 1 have not
fi\rsn a vote that has been complained of,

have voted thirty years, avoiding all ex-
tremes, and piving satisfaction. The old
generation, and the generation that has been
born during that time, ought to consider this,
so far as to let it stand as the evidence of
my opinions,  But, it will notde, Finding
nothing in the past to condemn, some people
must go into futurity, to see if anything can
be found there ! and even into my bosem, to
see i anything is hid tiere, which can be
condemned, Vrr‘{‘{;‘md: they shall know
" 1 st they may see them
in my public acts—in my proposals for the
I:lrpminn of Texas five years ago, in
which 1 proposed ‘to limit the western ex-
tension of slavery by longitudinal line,
I believe the 100dth degree of west lon-
gitude—next in my votes t;xon the Ore-

3 tha introda st

all parts of Italy—even the pnl'ml States; all
arts of Germany—even theold and gloomy
Smpire of Austriag all, all are struggling for
liberty, and turning anxious looks to us for aid
and succor, not by arms, lor that they know
to be impossible, but for the mora! aid of
a grand example.  They look in vain. Our
example is against them; and il the present
struggle for liberty.shall again miscarry in
Europe, we moy take to ourselves a lar
share of the blame. Once culled the model

Republic hy our friends, we are now so
called in derision by our foes;and the slavery
li jong and i quoted as the

proofs of the impracticable force of govern-
ment which we have adopted, 1 cunnot en-

age in such discussions, nor do anything to
depress the cause ol struggling freedom
throughout Europe. Nor can I disparage
tie work, or abuse the gilt of our ancestors,
Never has there appeared uponearth a body
of men who left a richer inheritance, or a
nubler example to their posterity.,  Wisdom,
modesty, decorum, forbearance, dignity,
moderation, pervaded all their works and
characterized  all  their conduct. ’l‘hey
conductes a revolution with the order
of an old established government; they
lounded n new government with the wis-
dom of sages; they administered it in
their day with temperance and judgment,
They left 'us the admiration and the envy of
the friends of freedom throughout the world,
And are we, their posterity, in the second
generation, to spoil this rich inheritance—
mat this noble work—diseredit this great
example—and throw the weight of the re-
public against the friends of republicanism in

inheritance of
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their deathly stroggle. | cannot do it
Taught to uci’min the founders of our govern-
ment in my early youth, | reverence them
now; taught to value their work then, I
worship it now; a_senator for thirty years, 1
cannot degrade the Senate by engaging in
!llvu? and disunion discussions. Silence
such debate is my prayer, and il that cannot
be done, I silence m!n%f'

gon bill, in which 1 o ko
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the people of Oregon, in which 1declare my-" of your business. Y eaint
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